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On November 2nd, 2017 the first release of “According To Thy Gracious
Word” was the beginning of the ongoing project "Hymns For Solo 
Acoustic Guitar". This gives you quiet time to step away from the
regular routine of life and give your day an eternal perspective. I’ve
started this Newsletter to give insights to the recordings, artwork, and
Spiritual context of the releases. I encourage you to share your
thoughts with me as these Hymns are being created.  
If you are not familiar with these Hymns you can do an Internet search
and get the actual view of the music and lyrics as well as an audio
version of a choir singing the Hymn. This would give you a perspective
of how I’ve approached my new arrangements for these Hymns. The
focus of this project is to create a “time of reflection”on God’s Word,
Will, and purpose for our lives. And to create an intimate space to do
that with instrumental music. I pray it is a blessing to you and will
strengthen your walk with Him!  
“According To Thy Gracious Word” is a Hymn written by James
Montgomery in 1825 and is of Presbyterian origin. There is a Scottish
feel and flow to the melody. With each song I open the Hymnal, set my
ear to the musical key it’s in, play the melody with close attention to
the Bass notes, and arranging begins! With this Hymn I’ve retuned the
guitar from its standard tuning to a “drone tone” effect that makes the
guitar sound like a larger chambered Lap Dulcimer. If you are a player
my tuning is strings 6 to 1 is E, B, E, E, B, E! This enables me to play the
melody and “drone” a Lap Dulcimer effect at the same time. A low
dynamic on verse 1, a build with harmony on verse 2, a Scottish waltz
on verse 3, and the intimate dynamic of verse 3 that leads me to my
favorite lyric of this hymn "When Thou Shalt in Thy Kingdom come,
Jesus, remember me"! 
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That lyric always brings peace to me knowing that when I breathe my 
last I will be at peace in His Kingdom!  
So there you have it. The music, the meaning, and the message all 
wrapped up into my first instrumental Hymn.  
The 2nd Hymn is "Abide With Me". It is being mixed as of this writing, 
along with the finishing the artwork and all the other details to bring it 
to your ears and eyes. This will be a very thought provoking version of 
this Hymn with a lowered tuning on the guitar and quite a few 
techniques that will add to the emotion of this beautiful Hymn.  

I will also be doing Special Music Performances of these Hymns at 
various Churches throughout 2018. If you would like to have me play at 
your Church please email me at rockin@rhonvanerman.com. It would be 
an honor. 
  
In the meantime I am trying to make time over the Holidays to do some 
videos about these recordings so keep an eye out for that too. You can 
subscribe to my YouTube channel and they will show up in your 
account as soon as they are posted!  

If you haven't already you can visit www.rhonvanerman.com to listen to 
these Hymns. Please make a playlist or subscribe to my playlists on 
Spotify and Apple Music! 
This is my first eNewsletter, so if you have recommendations or 
comments please email me. I'm very excited to have this opportunity to 
share the insights of these recordings with you! 

         

- Buy or Stream on - 
iTunes - Amazon - Spotify - Apple Music - 

and more! 

https://itunes.apple.com/us/artist/rhon-van-erman/305540533
http://www.rhonvanerman.com/

